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A new Trojan War has
broken out. In the warrior roles
of Achilles and Hector are two
respected professors on the
same German university faculty
who could not differ more fully

and vehemently over what to
make of the ruins at the pre-
sumed- site in western Turkey
of the legendary siege in the 13
th century B.C. immortalized
by Homer.

One adversary, an archaeolo~
gist who has directed excava-
tions there since 1988, contends
that he has found telling evi-
dence of Troy as a much larger
and more important city than
previously thought. Surveys
and excavations, he says, dis-

close the outlines of a densely
settled town reaching 1,300 feet
south of the hilltop citadel.
This greater Troy, with an es-
timated population of up to 10,
000, sizable for the time, is now
being portrayed as a thriving
center of Late Bronze Age
commerce at a strategic point
in shipping between the Aegean
and Black Seas. It seemed to
have been a place worth fight-
ing over (if indeed there is any
historical basis to Homer's "Ili -

d"). Where is the proof, the
other combatant, an ancient
historian, demands to know.
Accusing the Troy archaeolo-
gist of "willful deceit,” he ar-
gues that excavations have
turned up no firm evidence of
such a large town outside the
acropolis, At best, he insists,
Troy in that period was only a
princely seat, a castle and little
else of consequence.
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The argument between the two
professors at the University of
Tubingen, Dr. Manfred Korf-
mann, the archaeologist, and
Dr. Frank Kolb, the historian
of ancient times, may have little
direct bearing on some of the
more hoary questions about
Troy. Was Homer's Trojan War
part history or all poetry? Was
there ever a woman like Helen,
whose face, however beautiful,
could have launched a thousand
ships? The dispute is an unset-
tling reminder to archaeologists
that lapses sometimes occur in
the proper practice of their
field, where evidence can he
ambiguous and the temptation
can be great to overinterpret
piecemeal findings to burnish
their significance. Whether that
has occurred now is the issue,
Controversy, though. is nothing
new in Troy research.Heinrich
Schliemann, the gifted amateur
who was the first to conduct
extensive excavations there, in
the 1870's, had a habit of mixing
fantasy with reality in his re-
ports, Finding a lode of gold
and jewelry, he announced it to
be the treasure of Priam, king
of Homer's Troy. Later, it was
proved to be from a much earli-
er period.

In any event, the hostilities
between Drs. Korfmann and
Kolb erupted last year, with no
armistice in sight. The immedi-
ate cause was an exhibition,
Troy: Dream and

Reality,” organized by Dr.
Korfmann to display results of
his excavations. The exhihition
opened in Stuttgart, near Tub-
ingen, and moved to Braun-
schweig and Bonn. When Dr.
Kolb saw its elaborate model of
what a greater Troy might have
looked like, he was incensed. It
was nothing like his own con-
ception of a lesser Troy. Calling
the model a fiction, Dr. Kolb
called Dr. Korfmann "the von
Daeniken of archaeology,” re-
ferring to Erich von Daeniken,
a popular writer who contends
that ancient astronauts visited
Earth from outer space and
created early civilizations.

Since then, Dr. Kolb has only
slightly moderated his accusa-
tions. In e-mail responses to
questions, Dr. Kolb said that
Dr. Korfmann "wants to present
a great Troy at any costs’ and
in doing so, "his interpretations
distort the evidence.” Where
the archaeologist claimed to %8

ind many houses and streets
outside the citadel, the ancient

historian said that there were
few actual excavations of house
foundations and that much of
the land was open agricultural
fields. Moreover, Dr. Kolb
said, 'no evidence at all’ has
been found of trade goods and
other artifacts to support a view
of Troy as a major entrepot.

Under attack, Dr. Korfmann's
team modified the model to
show fewer houses in the lower
city and reduced population es-
timates by several thousand.
But Dr. Korfmann stoutly de-
fended the research underlying
his view of a greater Troy. "Our
work is reviewed by indepen-
dent scholars every year, and
we have never got a negative
review," Dr. Korfmann said in a
telephone interview from Tub-
ingen.

The archaeologist has also
defended as legitimate the prac-
tice of including conjecture and
interpretation in reports of find-
ings. In an interview last vear
with a

(German magazine, Dr. Korf-
mann said, ‘Without hypothe-
ses, there can be no scientific
and scholarly progress.” Of
course, Dr. Kolb responded.
He accused Dr. Korfmann of
presenting his conception of
Troy as proved. Among Dr.
Korfmann's allies is Dr. Wolf-
Dietrich Niemeier, director of
the German Archaeological In-
stitute in Athens. In a recent
article in Archaeology Odyssey,
Dr. Niemeier said that even
though Dr. Korfmann had ex-
aggerated and oversimplified
some points, his main interpre-
tation of a greater Troy seemed
correct.  There was, Dr.
Niemeier added, more to Troy
than a citadel. Several promi-
nent historians and archaeolo-
gists side with Dr. Kolb.

‘We are dealing with a princi-
pality of only regional signifi-
cance, which would certainly
have not been drawn into a ma-
jor military conflict with the
Greeks," said Dr.

Dieter Hertel, a classical ar-
chaeologist at the University of
Munich. At least the disputants
have steered clear of literary
warfare. "We find destructions
and evidence of hostile activity,
but we cannot excavate the
Trojan War because it's lit-
erature,” Dr. Korfmann said. "
We will never find Helen and
Hector.”

Schliemann himself puzzled
over the question at the core of
the latest dispute. Digging in
the castle ruins on a hill known
locally as Hisarlik, he recog-
nized the fortified area to be too
small for a city of Troy's sup-
posed wealth and power. The
high stone walls encompassed
an area not much more than 600
feet in diameter, about five or
siX acres,

Since scholars generally agree
that the site is where Troy
should have been, Trojan War
or not, later excavators looked
for ruins beyond the walls, but
with little success. istorians be-
gan to suspect, as Dr. Kolb
wrote in 1984, that Troy was
not a city, but a citadel. Dr.
Korfmann was inclined to agree
at the time. Then Dr. Korf-
mann organized the first sys-
tematic investigation of the site
in more than 50 years, con-
ducted primarily by researchers
from Tubingen and other Ger-
man institutions, as well as the
University of Cincinnati. A
decade ago, they began finding
reasons for Dr. Korfmann to
change his mind.

That was when a magnetome-
ter survey outside the visible
fortress ruins disclosed what
appeared to be buried remnants
of an outer wall, Possibly it had
encompassed the quarters in-
habited by the population of ar-
tisans
larger city beyond the citadel.
But excavations turned up not a
wall, but a wide deep ditch cut
into bedrock. Dr. Korfmann's
team surmised that this was an
obstacle to invading chariots
and Dbattering rams at the
southern perimeter. A high wall
possibly  stood inside the
trench, though its stones were
presumably  removed and
reused.

Dr. Kolb and his allies argued
that the ditch was for irriga-
tion, Only if water runs uphill,
Dr. Korfmann's defenders
countered. In the area between
the supposed ditch and the in-
ner fortress wall, Dr. Korf-
mann's excavators  reported
finding Bronze Age pottery
everywhere they dug, as well as
a kiln and a cave with a well,
perhaps part of the city's water
system.

Several house foundations
were uncovered. One, called
the courtyard house, was de-
scribed as especially impres-
sive. Among its artifacts were a

and merchants, the

Egronze figurine and a ceramic
bull, Dr. Peter Jablonka, a
Tubingen  archaeologist in
charge of the lower-city exca-
vations, said the remains of the
extended city reached as far
out as the ditch, making the
city at least 10 times as large as
its previously estimated area.
Dr. Kolb pointed out that the
Korfmann group had excavated
just a small fraction of the dis-
puted area, with inconclusive
results, He told German news-
papers that the exhibition
model ‘falsely shows solid
houses” where excavations ac-
tually revealed "only scattered
wood and clay buildings and
much free space.”

In defensc of the project, one
of its principal archaeologists,
Dr. C. Brian Rose of the
University of Cincinnati. ex-
plained that a site was never
completely excavated before its
place in antiquity was described
and interpreted. That would
take too long. Also, it is stan-
dard practice, Dr. Rose added,
to leave something for future
generations to examine with
their improved technologies.
Dr. Rose acknowledged that as-
pects of the lower—city model
were based on some guesswork
and that some details could be
wrong.

"The same could be said of
work Kolb himself has done,”

he said.
The site itself can be an ex-
cavator's  nightmare. The

mound at Hisarlik was succes-
sively occupied by different
cultures from 3000 B.C. to A.
D. 1200. Fires and earthquakes
destroyed the place several
times, and construction materi-
als of one culture were often
recycled by subsequent occu-
pants, "Reading the past here is
harder  than  reading a
manuscript  palimpsest,”  the
Korfmann team noted this year
in a newsletter to its backers.
In making a case for Troy as an
important trade center, Dr.
Korfmann cited its position at
the Dardanelles, the strait lead-
ing from the Aegean Sea into
the Sea of Marmara, which
then connects with the Black
Sea where Istanbul stands to-
day. The Trojans could have
gained wealth by controlling
shipping and collecting duties
on all goods. Dr. Kolb, how-
ever, insisted that Aegean-
Black Sea traffic was minimal in
the Bronze Age.

MAnother point of discord is
Troy's possible ties to the Hit-
tite Empire, which at the time
ruled most of Anatolia, in what
is now central Turkey. Dr.
Gustav Adolf Lehmann of the
University of Goetingen and Dr.
Franz Starke of Tubingen ar-
gued that there was a "high de-
gree of certainty’ that Troy was
a place that the Hittites called
Wilusa. The name, mentioned
in Hittite texts, is similar in
sound to a Greek name for
Troy. 'Political opportunism,”
Dr. Kolb said, adding that the
implication of close cultural ties
between Troy and Anatolia was
an attempt to please the project
s Turkish

collaborators.

As the debate heated up, the
University of Tubingen called a
two-day conference in February
in what it hoped would be a
more collegial atmosphere. A
crowd of 1,000 showed up. Ger-
man radio broadcast the ses
sions, and tempers flared anew,
A British scholar, Dr. J. David
Hawkins of the Schocl of Ori
ental and African Studies in
London, left the meeting in
shock. Dr. Hawkins told The
Times of London, "The charges
against Professor Korfmann are
being made with a vehemence
and a degree of personal vitu-
peration that suggest that they
are motivated by something
other than an academic pursuit
of truth.” Dr. Rose said he
found the bitterness inexplica-
hle. "We all got along heautiful-
ly until a few years ago,” he re-
called of the relationship
between the Kolb and Korf-
mann teams.

Dr. Korfmann said he had in-
vited the critics to visit the
ruins to see for themselves the
evidence of a greater Troy. No
one has showed up, he said.
Excavations have continued
without interruption, and with
no change in the focus on the
extended city. "Any time there’
s controversy, it forces you to
sit down and reconsider your
tentative  conclusions,”  Dr.
Rose said. "More evidence has
been gathered. But there has
been no cause to doubt or
change our view of what the
lower city of Troy was like in
the Late Bronze Age.”

Other Troy scholars are wait-
ing on the sidelines to see who,
Dr. Korfmann or Dr. Kolb, will
be Achilles, the victor in
Homer's Trojan War.
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ATLANTA — In June
1994, the North Koreans had
expelled inspectors of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency and were threat-
ening to process spent fuel -
from a graphite-moderated
nuclear reactor in Yongby-
on - into plutonium. It was
clear that war might break
out on the Korean peninsula.
The United Nations Security
Council was

being urged by the United
States to impose severe
sanctions on North Korea.
There was a general consen-
sus, shared by American
military experts, that the
combined forces of South
Korea and the United States
could defeat North Korea
with overwhelming power.
But it was almost inevitable
that severe damage would be
done to Seoul and much of
the fighting would take place
in its streets. The American
military commander in South
Korea estimated that total
casualties - would exceed
those of the Korean War.

It was the policy of the
United States to reject any
direct talks with North
Korean leaders. Responding
to a standing invitation from
North Korean President Kim
Il Sung and with the ap-
proval of President Bill Clin-
ton, I went to Pyongyang
and helped to secure an a-
greement that North Korea
would cease its nuclear pro-
gram at Yongbyon and per-
mit I.A.E.A. inspectors to
return to the site to assure
that the spent fuel was not
reprocessed. In return, the
United States and our allies
subsequently assured the
North Koreans that there
would be no nuclear threat
to them, that a supply of
fuel oil would be provided to
replace the power lost by
terminating the Yongbyon
nuclear program and that
two modern nuclear plants
would also be provided, wit!
their fuel supplies to

monitored by international
inspectors.

Since then, the spent fuel
at Yongbyon has continued
to be monitored, but the two
replacement nuclear plants
have not been built and the
United States has assumed
what the North Koreans
consider a belligerent atti-
tude toward them. More
seriously, Pyongyang has
announced that it has ac-
quired a source of enriched
uranium and is developing
the capability to produce nu-
clear weapons. If true, this
is a gross violation of previ-
ous agreements and a threat
to peace in the region.

It is not clear if the North
Koreans are bluffing, actual-
ly have a nuclear program or
have yet produced any nu-
clear explosives. It is clear
that the world community
cannot permit North Korea
to develop a nuclear weapons
capability.

South Korea and Japan are
calling for continuing nego-
tiations. China's position has
not yet been clarified. The
United States, in effect,
faces a choice very similar to
that in 1994: whether to
move toward a military con-
frontation or accept North
Korea's offer to resolve the
nuclear problem based on the
easing of tension between
our two countries.

Kim I Sung promised me
that he would have full di-
plomatic discussions with
Kim Young Sam, then presi-
dent of South Korea, and ar-
rangements were made for
such a summit meeting. The
North Korean leader died
shortly thereafter. His son,
Kim Jong Il, and President
Kim Dae Jung of South
Korea later arranged talks.
Some progress has been
made between the North
Koreans and both Japan and
outh Korea in recent mon-
hs, but similar efforts by
President Clinton terminated
with his administration.

What is needed on the
Korean peninsula is an end

to more than a half-century
of "armistice” and the con-
summation of a comprehen-
sive and permanent peace a-
greement. The success of
strong diplomacy is still a
possibility, with it being cru-
cial that the United States
play a constructive role. The
framework for an agreement
still exists and includes some
elements that must be con-
firmed by mutual actions
combined with unimpeded
international inspections.
First, North Korea should
forgo any nuclear weapons
program and the two Koreas
should proceed with good-
faith talks. The United S-
tates may then move toward
normal relations with North
Korea. The basic premises
of the agreed framework of
1994 must be honored, with
North Korea, Japan, South
Korea, :

the United States and
China cooperating. Finally,
international tensions should
be reduced through step-by-
step demilitarization on the
border between the two
Koreas.

There is, of course, still
the option of war instead of
peace talks. It would be
devastating and probably un-
necessary.

(8A= 'Engaging North
Koreaol® 2Ak= o -4l &3
ke Bie A ol S8 Jim-
my Carterolill, REEIRZE
20024 108 27LR0IN BAE,
Jimmy Carter, the 39th pres—
ident of the United States, is
chairman of the Carter Cen-

ter in Atlanta and won the

Nobel Peace Prize this

year.)
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of the "axis of evil” and a
target of U.S. pre-emptive
nuclear strikes. This was a
clear declaration of war a-
gainst the D.P.R.K. as it

totally nullified the D.P.R.
K.-U.S. joint statement and
agreed framework.

In the long run, the Bush
administration has adopted it
as its policy to make a pre-
emptive nuclear strike at the
D.P.R.K. Such moves, a
gross violation of the basic
spirit of the nuclear nonpro-
liferation treaty, reduced the
inter-Korean joint declara-
tion on denuclearization to a
dead document.

Its reckless political, e-
conomic and military pres-
sure is most seriously
threatening the D.P.R.K.'s
right to existence, creating a

grave situation on the Kore-
an Peninsula.

Nobody would be so naive
as to think that the D.P.R.
K. would sit idle under such
a situation.

That was why the D.P.R.
K. made itself very clear to
the special envoy of the U.
S. president that the D.P.R.
K. was entitled to possess
not only nuclear weapons but
any type of weapon more
powerful than that, so as to
defend its sovereignty and
right to existence from the
ever-growing nuclear threat
by the U.S.

The D.P.R.K., which
values sovereignty more than
life, was left with no other
proper answer to the U.S.

behaving so arrogantly and
impertinently.

The D.P.R.K. has neither
need nor duty to explain
something to the U.S. seek-
ing to attack it, if it refuses
to disarm itself.

Nevertheless, the D.P.R.
K., with greatest magnanim-
ity, clarified that it was
ready to seek a negotiated
settlement of this issue on
the following three ques—
tions:

Firstly, if the U.S. recog-
nizes thes 2D P RiKi’s
sovereignty:

Secondly, if it assures the
D.P.R.K. of nonaggression;
and

Thirdly, if the U.S. does
not hinder the economic

evelopment of the D.P.R.K.

Nowadays, the U.S. and
its followers assert that ne-
gotiations should be held af-
ter the D.P.R.K. puts down
its arms. This is very abnor-
mal logic: Then, how can the

D.P.R.K. counter any at-
tack with empty hands?
Their assertion is little short
of demanding the D.P.R.K.
vield to pressure, which
means death. . . . The D.P.
R.K. considers that it is a
reasonable and realistic solu-
tion to the nuclear issue to
conclude a nonaggression
treaty between the D.P.R.
K. and the U.S. if the grave
situation of

the Korean Peninsula is to
be bridged over. . . .
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The Gore-Lieberman feud
is a minor political classic,
something to read the news-
paper for in this so-far-quiet
August. The Republicans
are enjoying it because it's
Democrats fighting. Al Gore
and Joseph Lieberman are
enjoying it because everyone'
s watching them, which un-
derscores their view that
theyre the two most in-
teresting men in the party.
And the other Democrats
who are thinking of getting in
the ring like it because Mr.
Gore may bloody Mr.
Lieberman and Mr. Lieber-
man may bruise Mr. Gore
but no one's hurting them.

To recap: Messrs. Gore
and Lieberman have been s-
parring-feinting and jabbing-
as they circle each other in
the ring.

Mr. Lieberman says Mr.
Gore's populist strategy in
the 2000 elections was “inef-
fective'-smack! Mr. Gore
says this is no time to "stop
telling the truth® to the
American people-pow! Mr.
Lieberman says Americans
reject "us versus them’
rhetoric-take that! Mr. Gore
says centrism is "bad politics
and bad principle™there's
more where that came from,
buddy!

You Know Why

Why are the former allies
now foes? You know why.
Joe Lieberman thinks Joe
Lieberman's a winner and Al
Gore's a loser. He shares the
views of most of the leaders
and funders of his party: Mr.
Gore is damaged goods, a
bad campaigner who wasted
the precious patrimony of
peace and prosperity, a
charm—free zone who took a
weird turn in his acceptance
speech two years ago this
week, abandoning centrist
sophistication and embracing
Huey Long populism. In the
debates with George W.
Bush, Mr. Gore seemed like
a cross between Franken-
stein and Carrot Top. Also
journalists, always more im-

Bk Atehe) g

portant to Democrats than
Republicans, do not and
never will warm to him.

Mr. Lieberman has a poi-
nt.

Mr. Gore, on the other
hand, feels he plucked
Lieberman from the Senate
gaggle, got him past the vet-
ting of the left, made him a
person in history, the first
Jewish vice presidential
nominee, and on top of it all
he brought the ticket 500,000
votes more than the winners
(Messrs. Bush and Cheney)
got.

Mr. Gore has a point too.

Mr. Lieberman has vowed
that he will not run for the

Democratic presidential
nomination of Mr. Gore
does. He has also told

Godfrey Sperling of the
Christian Science Monitor
that he has "meditating and
activating” on whether to
run. Sounding a lot like Al
Gore, he defined activating
as 'moving around the coun-
try meeting with many lead-
ers, speaking out on issues.”
He said he will make a final
decision after the midterm
elections and before the end
of the year.

He says he has no opinion
on whether Mr. Gore should
run. But everyone knows
Mr. Gore is running. So
what exactly is Mr. Lieber-
man doing?

He's having fun and being
serious at the same time. He'
s keeping the spotlight, he's
investigating Enron  and
helping to fashion a
Homeland Security Depart-
ment, and he's demonstrat-
ing to party leaders that he
isn't a creampuff, he knows
how to be aggressive on the
issue. By taking on Mr.
Gore, he elevates himself
from Veta Man to possible
Alpha Man. Good work for a
slow summer.

Mr. Lieberman made it as
a moderate, He feels the fu-
ture of the Democratic Party
lies in sympathetic centrism.
He sees the vast, voterich
American middle class as the

true potential home of the
party. And again he has a
point. This is how two-term
winner Bill Clinton read the
playing field, and of Mr.
Clinton knew anything it was
popular politics. But while
centrism may be the future
of the Democratic party, it
isn't the future of Al Gore.

Politics, as they say, is a
game of addition. Middle -
class appeals expand the
party, and unite the coun-
try. Populism pierces: Its
message is often rousing but
inherently divisive. It at-
tempts to divide the elec-
torate between the bad peo-
ple who seek to help the
working class. What of those
who seek to help working
people through conservative
policies? According to left-
wing populists, they don't
exist, or don't reallly mean
it, or are unwitting pawns of
economic royalists.

In the 2000 campaign, Mr.
Gore figured that he would
have to rouse his left-wing
base to win. And the way to
do that, he judged, was to
play to the presumed pas-
sions and resentments of the
little guy. He can argue now
that he was right: He did
bring out his base.

Still when Mr. Gore,
whose career had been one
of self-proclaimed centrism,
went left two years ago,
many political observers
were surprised, including
me. I wondered of perhaps
Mr. Gore judged himself to
be a rather chilly character,
a man who could not ap-
proach the electorate with a
Clintonesque warmth be-
cause'--he doesn't have much
warmth.

If you don't have warmth
maybe heat is the next
thing. And maybe that's
what Mr. Gore's turn to pop-
ulism was all about.

But his populist stance was
never a perfect fit. Mr. Gore
never made the old rhetoric
new. He never made it
something alive and perti-
nent to the moment. He
souded stale, and merely
rhetorical. He was like a
bright Ivy League student
who had gone to a revival of
a Clifford Odets play and -

hought he'd bring the
rhetoric home to upset dad.
Mr. Gore's populism seemed
cynical, a mere strategy
chosen for the maximum gain
of the cadidate.

The Gore-Lieberman feud
also raises the question of
whether, in national politics,
it's better to be a Lover or a
Fighter. Lovers seem to
voters to be driven by a de-
sire to help and protect. The
most successful conserva-
tives(George W. Bush, Ron-
ald Reagan) have been
Lovers. They may carry the
sterner message. but they
put it forward with a certain
joy and moral confidence.
Fighting conservatives don't
last so long or do so well
(Ask Fox News analyst
Newt Gingrich).

Downside

But there's a downside to
Lovers. They can get to
soft. A few months ago I
asked a Republican senator
what President Bush should
do next. He said, "Veto
something.” I asked, what?
He said,  "Anything!"
Meaning: Loverboy sought to
show some muscle, jab
someone, show 'em who's the
man.

With Democrats, too, it's
probably true that Lovers
fourish and Fighters don't,
at least long term. Mr.
Lieberman seems to see
himself as a Lovers, em-
bracing the middle class. He'
painting Mr.Gore as a
Fighter. And Mr. Gore is
helping him. Because he
likes the pose of the pugilist.
His aggression may be joy-
less but it's interesting to
watch, and makes its own
heat. And it can be intimi-
dating. It's just not inspir-
ing . Unless youre the left
wing of his party. (0|29 &
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